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Contact: Michael Downs, visiting assistant professor, UM School of Journalism, (406) 243- 
6720, michael.downs@umontana.edu; or Debra Earling, associate professor, UM Department of 
English, (406) 243-4963, debra.earling@mso.umt.edu.
NEA FELLOWSHIP AWARDS GO TO UM PROFESSORS
MISSOULA—
Two University of Montana faculty members have been selected to receive National 
Endowment for the Arts 2006 Literature Fellowships.
The awards went to Michael Downs, visiting assistant professor in UM’s School of 
Journalism, and Associate Professor Debra Earling, who teaches in the University’s departments 
of English and Native American Studies.
More than 900 applied for the 50 fellowships that were awarded to writers across the 
United States.
NEA Literature Fellowships recognize writers of prose, encouraging the production of 
new work by affording the writers the time and means to write. Each Literature Fellow receives 
$ 20,000.
Downs has taught in the journalism school since 1999. His short fiction has been 
published in literary reviews such as the Gettysburg Review, the Georgia Review, Michigan 




A native of Hartford, Conn., Downs currently is completing a collection of stories 
centered around the Hartford Circus Fire, which killed more than 150 people on July 6, 1944. He 
is the previous winner of a Truman Capote Fellowship and was a Tennessee Williams Scholar at 
the Sewanee Writers Conference.
Earling, is the author of the novel “Perma Red,” which won the Before Columbus 
Foundation American Book Award for fiction in 2003. The book also received the Mountains 
and Plains Bookseller Association Award, the Western Writers Association Spur Award for Best 
Novel of the West, the Medicine Pipe Bearer Award for Best First Novel and the Willa Literary 
Award, given annually for outstanding literature featuring women’s stories set in the West.
This year, Earling wrote “The Lost Journals of Sacajewea” to accompany the Missoula 
Art Museum’s exhibit “Native Perspectives on the Trail: A Contemporary American Indian Art 
Portfolio.” The exhibit offered a Native perspective from 15 artists whose work reflects the 
Lewis and Clark expedition.
Earling earned a Master of Fine Arts degree at Cornell University in 1992. Her 
publications include stories in “The Last Best Place: A Montana Anthology,” “Talking Leaves: 
Contemporary Native American Short Stories,” “Circle of Women: Anthology of Western 
Women Writers” and “Wild Women: Anthology of Women Writers.”
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